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menting his deposition. At first, sick at heart and without
means of defence, Daud allowed Ali Ridha's advance-guard
to enter the city and occupy the Serai, but presently, rein-
forced and encouraged by Mamluks and returning Baghdadi
supporters, he suddenly set upon and destroyed them. As
though Baghdad's misfortunes would never end, during the
fight the Serai caught fire and all its civic treasures of armour
and tapestry were destroyed in a few hours. Yet Ali Ridha
himself was kept at bay for some months. Finally, faced
with the alternatives of outlawry by the Porte or a volun-
tary surrender on friendly terms, the city chose the easier
way. Daud himself, in consideration of all he had been
through, was treated with kindness and respect. He was
dispatched to Istanbul with a recommendation to mercy, and
lived to hold many more distinguished posts, including that
of Guardian of the Shrine of Madinah, where he died in the
odour of sanctity. Not so his Mamluk supporters however;
Ali Ridha merely summoned them to a general diwan, at
which he read the Sultan's decree for the abolition of their
privileges. When he rose to retire, it was the signal for
a mass-murder, and the famous slaves were at last entirely
wiped out. Istanbul had won.

There is little to tell of the local political history of Iraq
during the remainder of the nineteenth century. Its single
motif is, c the maintenance of an uneven balance between the
Serai, representing an absolute medieval officialdom vainly
struggling to bring itself up to date, and the British Resi-
dency, representing the restless commercial energy of the
new West'. Almost the only attempt at serious reform was
made by Midhat Pasha at the end of the sixties. It was he
who conceived the idea of a horse tram to relieve the pressure
of pilgrim traffic between Baghdad-West and Kadhimain.
Another of his plans was for demolishing the medieval city
walls and converting their sites into handsome boulevards.
The quality of the bricks was admirable and he hoped by
their sale to realize a large sum for military purposes. Un-
happily, c like other Turkish schemes of this period the work
was only partially carried out, with the result that Baghdad
lost her walls, and got in return, not a boulevard, but a
surrounding ring of enormous ruins \ Midhat did, however,
complete the reconstruction of the Serai on an impressive